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in the churches, and the dependence on the patriarch of Mosul, which the
church of Meliapore and all the Christians of St Thomas in the East profess,
seern to show that their first teachers came from the churches of Assyria,
in which the patriarchs of Mosul (a city built upon the ruins of Seleucia,
erroneously called Babylon) exercise a jurisdiction, and have been for many
ages the propagators of the Nestorian heresy, with which they are tinctured,
The Portuguese, when they came into the East Indies, found there the
St Thomas-Christians, it is said, to the number of fifteen thousand families,
on the coast of Malabar.   On two festivals which they keep in honour of
St Thomas, they resort in great crowds to the place of his burial: on Low-
Sunday, in honour of his confession of Christ, which gospel is then read,
and chiefly on the ist of July, his principal feast in the churches of the
Indies.   John III, King of Portugal, ordered the body of St Thomas to
be sought for in an old ruinous chapel which stood over his tomb without
the walls of Meliapore*   By digging there, in 1523, a very deep vault in
form of a chapel was discovered, in which were found the bones of the
saint, with a part of the lance with which he was slain and a vial tinged
with his blood.   The body of the apostle was put in a chest of porcelain,
varnished, and adorned with silver.   The bones of the prince whom he had
baptized, and some other of his disciples, which were discovered in the
same vault, were laid in another less precious chest.1    The Portuguese built
a new town about this church, which is called St Thomas's, inhabited by
Christians of various denominations and situate hard by Meliapore, which
is inhabited by the Indians.    Many of the Christians of St Thomas have
been brought over to the Catholic faith and communion;  but many con-
tinue in the Nestorian errors, and in obedience of the Nestorian patriarch
of Mosul.   Since the Dutch have taken or ruined most of the Portuguese
settlements on that coast, the Indian King of Golcond has taken possession
of the town of St Thomas, but the Portuguese missionaries continue to
attend the Catholics there.   The Latins keep the feast of St Thomas on the
2 ist of December, the Greeks on'the 6th of October, and the Indians on
the ist of July.

The apostles were mean and contemptible in the eyes of the world,
neither recommended by births, riches, friends, learning, nor abilities.
Yet, totally destitute as they were of all those advantages on which men
here set so high a price, they were chosen by Christ, made his friends,
replenished with his graces and holy charity, and exalted to the dignity of
spiritual princes of his kingdom and judges of the world. Blind and foolish
are all men who overrate and eagerly pursue the goods of this life; or
who so enjoy them as to suffer their hearts to be wedded to them. Worldly
pleasures, riches, or honours, if they become the object of our affections,

1 See Maffei, Indie, lib. ii. p. 85 ;  and Lafitau, Hist, des Conqufctes des Portugais dans le
Nouveau Monde, lib. ad. t. i. p. 327 ; Univ, Hist. vol. 20, c. 31, p. 106.